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Current situation

• Currently (February 2026) involving 77 disciplines 
or specialty fields, incl. 13 new fields in 2025

• 45,850 concept pages (as of February 6th, 2026) & 
ca. 300,000 language equivalents

• Over 1,500 experts

• Over one million page views per year



New fields in 2025:

• Sensory Studies, Medieval Studies, Integration of 
Science, Mathematics & the following fields from 
Aalto University: Automation and Control Engineering, 
Biosensing and Bioelectronics, Bioproduct Technology, 
Photonics and Nanotechnology, Business & 
Economics, Chemical Engineering, Mechanical 
Engineering, Spatial Planning and Transportation 
Engineering, and Materials Science

New fields agreed to commence in 2026:

•Arctic research, Geography, Legal Design, Psychology, 
Urban studies, and various disciplines at Aalto 
University







User survey: Purpose of use of the HTB

User survey: fall 2025 (n = 436)

Age Distribution of Respondents (2019 & 2025) 
vs. Population Age Structure (2024)



“All doctoral students must ensure that the key terminology of their doctoral thesis is also available in Finnish and/or 
Swedish. […] Defining the central terminology of the research is a crucial part of the doctoral thesis work. Additionally, 
working on the terminology in the national languages of Finland provides international doctoral students with an 
opportunity to demonstrate their professional competence in these languages, potentially enhancing their employment 
prospects after graduation. In introducing the multilingual terminology practise, Aalto University is cooperating with 
The Helsinki Term Bank for the Arts and Sciences (HTB). HTB aims to facilitate the scientific terms in the national 
languages of Finland to be used in scientific research, by the media and in the society. It supports transparency, 
multidisciplinarity and interdisciplinarity, makes multilingualism easier by offering terms in various languages and 
develops the national languages as languages of science. […]

Instructions for what to do: 

Define your key terms, their definition and explanation based on your key words. 

Discuss with your supervising professor and theses advisors which the key terms of your doctoral thesis are and also the 
definition and explanation of them. Make sure that you have defined them in your thesis, in the language of your thesis.

[…]”

The Helsinki Term Bank for the Arts and Sciences
Key terms in the national languages of Finland



What is a terminological definition of cenote?

ChatGPT: A terminological definition of cenote is:
Cenote: a natural sinkhole formed by the collapse of limestone bedrock, exposing groundwater, especially 
characteristic of karst landscapes such as the Yucatán Peninsula

What is a terminological definition of difrasismo?

ChatGPT: A terminological definition of difrasismo is:
Difrasismo: a rhetorical and poetic device in Classical Nahuatl and other Mesoamerican languages 
consisting of a fixed pair of words whose combined meaning expresses a single concept distinct from the 
literal meanings of the individual terms

What is a terminological definition of achondrite? 

ChatGPT: A terminological definition of achondrite is:
Achondrite: a type of stony meteorite that lacks chondrules and is composed of igneous rocks formed 
through melting and differentiation on a parent body such as an asteroid, the Moon, or Mars

AI@



What is a terminological definition of Amerind languages?

ChatGPT: A terminological definition of Amerind languages is:
Amerind languages: a collective term used in linguistics to refer to the Indigenous languages of the Americas, 
especially within classification frameworks that group these languages as a broad family or macro-family

à What is a terminological definition of Amerind languages? (Context: refers to a higher-level language family 
proposed by Joseph Greenberg)

ChatGPT: A terminological definition of Amerind languages (in the sense proposed by Joseph Greenberg) is:
Amerind languages: a hypothesized macrofamily proposed by Joseph Greenberg that groups most Indigenous 
languages of the Americas—excluding Eskimo-Aleut and Na-Dene—into a single higher-level genetic language 
family

àà The above definition does not take into account that the existence of this proposed macrofamily has been 
rejected by the majority of historical linguists.

ChatGPT: You’re right. A terminological definition should reflect the status of the term within the field, including its 
contested nature. A revised, more accurate definition would be:
Amerind languages: a proposed and widely disputed macrofamily introduced by Joseph Greenberg, hypothesizing a 
genetic relationship among most Indigenous languages of the Americas, excluding Eskimo-Aleut and Na-Dene

“ChatGPT can make mistakes. Check important info.”



Incentives

• Broader relevance within and beyond the scientific 
community; including schools (all levels of education), 
journalists, translators, and any interested citizens

• Interdisciplinarity: the platform allows you to create links 
and facilitate discussion between different fields and build 
research across disciplines

• Research Database, CV, study credits for PhD students, etc.
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