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ster. | The capitalist system, through its. press,

| has repudiated itsclf once and| for all_ time.
E The press that up till now has eomfmu,

t the defended anything and everything capital-

' :::'Istic has turned about face—reversed

o the | 1t5¢lf. The press that until recently shed
Secre- | ‘€ars over ‘“our boys that fought for de-
;irms mocracy” now anmounces in a brazen man-
s and | jer that THERE IS NO DEMOCRACY. It
's:x’;:s [ this be true, then our boys have fought in
. W.|vain, OR NOT ENOUGH.

g in In a most cold blooded marnner it states
them | specifically and unqualifiedly there is no
ug:: democracy and, not satisfied with that
chich | damaging ‘admission of its own incon-
their | sistency (admitting its former statements
con- | were lies—all lies) at the same time it ad-
:m; thntfn cond;:ion‘-xhu that iuuu,
. |dilferent from what generally was believed
into | t0 be the case. “Alas,” is scems to say,
aken | “democracy is no more,” 5

apse|  Like a clap of thunder from a snow-
sala- | Storm the fatal words were printed in one
% of its most loquacious papers—one that
: never boosted for a defenl didate, one
able | that up till now has had a rép for know-

v- | INg; it not for lying. % >

o-| Here are the fatal words: )

¢f. | ‘“The United States is not a democracy
e today.” ! g
“It is not a republic today.” -

“Itis an Autocracy of Wealth.” ete.
fon- Now this paper is supposed to know
eon, | what it is talking about. one breath it
lare | speaks of our democratic ideals and auto-
hese | cratic institutions. It speaks of men who
uch, | fought to make the world safe for democ-
fer=} racy and then it goes on to state that the
18 part of the world called-United States is
not even a republic. Did we lose the repub-~
her [ lic while we were fighting for democr;ey!
!he, Perhaps we didn't fight long enough? Per-
'ent | haps we fought at the wrong place? What's

50 | the big idea of fighting for democracy in
* to| France for Gerniany and then hustie right
Nto | back home to enjoy autocracy? What are
she | we to think? Are we crazy? Who's the
em- | Hoosier now? *

‘The United States is not a democracy
today,” says the paper. Well, what about
it? 1t might just as well say winter is not
summer today, United States never was a
democracy “today” or any other day—the
best it's ever been is a republic. A repub-
lic it has bgen, wherein the people ‘n
-2 | gated their powers to crooked ivid
and now, if the capitalist papers are to be
is| believed (which is dangerous) it is an
lis [ Autocracy of Wealth. And another war
ns, | for democracy is in order according to their °
in | reasoning—we ourselves do not believe war
ork | makes for democracy.

& We are standing aghast at this terrible
ta- [admission, from their OWNED mouth, for
it shows that in- striving for democracy we
ied |have SLIPPED, we have paksed clear
its | across u complete ERA, (republicanism)
rty | right into the lap of autocracy. This
ch | enough to make us uneasy to say the least-
—it is like swimming for shore and find-
ro- | ing yourself in midstream with the falls a
rk | short way off. We of labor should be un-
wo | easy, for when they themselves admit their
re- | own perfidy, it shows they and their agents
vo-are ready for mischief, if such a-thing is
possible. A democracy is an-administration
°r- | of the bers, for the bers, by the
ed | members. .

nd A republic is an administration of the
u- | delegates, for the people, by the officials—
re|an organization where the people sublet,
k. | trust or delegate their power to honest or
n, | dishonest officials — if the officials are
er | honest, the administration is good; if the
he | officials are dishonest, the administration
t. | is rotten and the repubiic is bad; in the lat-
er |ter case.

id| An autocracy is an administration of
il | affairs regacdless of the people, for special
1; | privilege, by the few. It is an organization
id | drunk with the power that has been dele-
r-| gated into their shands by unsophisticated
citizens in their moments of hysteria. It |
e [ is the organization of the advantage taken
- fover trustful citizens at odd periods—'tis
11| the organization of the Triumph of Cun-
e | ning. . "\

o| But why am I bellyaching politically—
5 {as, fellow worker, when this Autocracy of
-1 Wealth brazenly admits what it has done
to the pecple's ideals, it ecan mean only
t |one thing: They are now ready, to toss the
n|people into perdition to keep their ideals
- [company . .. Tt means that they now feel
¢ | strong in the luck of people’s orgunization.
- | It means they are ready and we are not.
s Men of the woods, the mines, the mills,
the factories, men of construction; let us
< | get together in a One Big Union of Labor
. | before it is too late—God grant it is not
p | already too laté—organize to take over ln';
dustry the moment capitalism “lays down

. | —protect yoursélf. Join the Wobblies! Do
g | it now! :
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