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'NOREAL DIFFICULTY AT ALL: JIST
THE EXTRA SHIFY RECUPERATING
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|0 REAL DlFFlCULTY AT ALL; JUST
THE EXTRA SHIFT RECUPERATING

CHICAGOQ, Ill.—The Chicago Tribune, called by itself,
“The World’s Greatest Newspaper,” published a short time
ago an article on the unemployed of Chicago. The meat of the
statement by Michael Burke, and Thomas W. Allison, is to
the effeet that the city of Chlcago was alright, but that a
horde of migratory workers, were coming in, unemployed, of
course, and in bad conditicn, that condition being due to drink

and shiftlessness.

his conclusions. Here it is:

The situation in the cheap lodging
houses is a peeuliar one. Everyone of
them is full every night and have been
full all summer long save for a short
period of time when the parks were
more desirable and more habitable. .
Only sufficient lodging houses are
“provided” in accessible localities to
care for, and absorb, these men, which
I will call Chieago’s extra shift. These
men are bona fide workingmen rang-
| ing from dishwashers, hashers to coal
| shovellers—without these men there
'| would be no snow shovellers, or other
_n | emergency workers, Chicago’s streets
Would choke up and traffic would stop
—Chicago knows better than to at-
tempt starving them.
 The inefficiency of the capitalist
system of production, ‘coupled with
| the partial eclipse of reason in the
| heads of its business managers is the
" | cause of all unsteady employment.
k-f The emergency shift is accounted
| for by the killing pace on the 70 cts.
per ‘hour jobs. Double ordinary speed
is required, and double crews are re-
qued-—a—one crew killing itself, the
] recuperatmg Then we some-
,ﬁﬂe' ‘wonder when we see a one-half
ea worker taking a drink.
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~ Industrial Solidarity has persuaded T. Bone Slim to follow
up the tracks of the Tribune reporter, and pass judgment on

posed to keep men from going “down
and out.”)

Yes, there is unemployment in Chi-
cago. Thousands of colored people
on the South Side are without jobs,
and many of them recently have been
waiving all formalities in the quest
of foed.

The ‘“whites” are somewhat better
off, due, no doubt, to the fact that a
pale face shows more clearly the rav-
ages of hunger and want, and brings
a quicker response from solid citizens
for that reason.

Thus, you see, it develops hunger
pnd want stalks the fair republie and
the city of Chicago not because of
unemployment but because of a short-
age of funds on the part of those
aecustomed to doing the Nation's.
work. Their wages in the past have
been less than the amount required to
guarantee food, clothing, shelter and
the pursuit of happiness.

Such are the circumstances. Bad
—but what seems more remarkable
is the fact that only old men are un-
employed. We have often wondered
why this is so. We have been of the
| opinion that maybe the young man’s
 superior speed was the attraction that
 drew the boss’ favor—so we did, in
| our maudlin way.

E But today I am obliged to revise
- my opinions because a man inquired

| of me: “Which one of these is it safer
In rega}ds the old man
: “The mm ﬁset
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It is not to the eredit of union-men
to do double work for single pay-—
and their action in so doing serves t,o‘
respectablize the 30c jobs and caus.
&8 men to work for starvation rates.

If these men should reduce their
speed by half there soon would be no

extra shift—and none needed. All
| would work steady.

* & e
e many new demands mde on
| man, by the winter months, such as
extra clothing and so forth, causes
him to make extra ordinary efforts
to “stay by his job"—

Cold makes it possible to withstand
the paoe.

That means additional unemploy-
ment to those whose jobs rest on the
staying power of their neighbor.—

Unemployment there will be, there
t‘:‘m was; will be, tomorrow;

» “substitute for mmt,
prmed The Capitalist Systom.




| Bome System

Since 1894 nnamploment has been
| featured by the sgystem. Its press
| lagubriously discusses and points a

bent-finger at it—and so too: About

this time of year (every year) the
| capitalist press takes up the question
| of “Bums,” a8 a weleome change from
| “Bombs.”” Every year, as far back as
ifwe ean remember, “The World's
:&Greltcst has thrown a fit over the
;

2

beggnrs and bums, as it chooses to
call the residents of lower West Mad-
*1 ison St., where, by the way, The Trib-
't une plant is located.—"Birds of a
[} feather flock together”™ doesn't apply
B} here else we might run across a cit-

8| izen advertising himself as the
o | World’s Greatest Bum,
i For the Tribune Orville Dwyer was

y | the unfortunate reporter selected to
I nhuhtbeuodmmnnd we must

- mew, The same bums were

ange names; Reformed em-
arks were interviewed;
Fathers’ charitableness

m rossted for their

r he M it up so that it looked

out in all its truthful-
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It states a condition of unemploy-
ment, that prevails in Chicago, clear-
ly. It conjures up all the suffering,
‘mental and physical; the misery of
all those whose wages last summer did
' niot approximate their capacity to
spend—unemployment is written all
over the article, to serve as a roost
for those that remain unmoved by the
arguments used. Yet, what has un-
| employment to do with the circum-
stances? (Right now a man can ship
| out “on the ice” and return to Chi-
" “fcago as penniless as when he left.
5 Chwago is, getting the freest ice

that ever | befell the lot of any munic-
f Lpahty-—at a cost of about 4 1-2 cents
| per hundred pounds stored. Thirty
""'?t:.ants per hour is the rate paid for
) m: and that magmﬁcent sum is sup-
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and out,”)

Yes, there is unemployment, in Chi-

cago, Thousands of colored people
on the South Side are without jobs,
| and many of them recently have been
waiving all formalities in the quest
of food,
s The “whites” are somewhat better
off, due, no doubt, to the fact that a
pale face shows more clearly the rav-
| ages of hunger and want, and brings
| & quicker response from solid citizens
for that reason.

Thus, you see, it develops hunger
pnd want stalks the fair republic and
| the city of Chicago not. because of
| unemployment but because of a short-

age of funds on the part of those
aeeustomed to doing the Nation’s.
work. Their wages in the past have
?ee:n less than the amount required to
' rantee food, clothing, shelter and
pursuit of happiness.
uch are the circumstances. Bad
yut what seems more remarkable
| 'fac@t that only old men are un-
I¢ éad. We have often wondered
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our maudlin way.
But.today I am obliged to revise
my opinions because a man inquired
 of me: “Which one of these is it safer
to starve?”’ In regards the old man
he further argued: “The mere fact
' that he is out of jail, at his age,
?:;proves conclugively that he is harm-
| less—whereas the young man is so
thoughtless, so impulsive, so impet-_
uous and so hard to run down after
he has moved thoughtlessly, impulsive-
ly, impetuously and perceptibly.”
What are we going to do about ar-
guments like that? I'm sure I don’t
know. But the fact remains the young
man is employed and the older men
are thinking . . . twice.
- I will dismiss Thomas W. Allinson’s
; &t&tement in regards the migratory
4 ‘workers by stating that only about
| one per cent of them can be classed
f’.as drinkers and I defy any man to
i;%hbW‘ "mé wherein any distinct body
‘| of men, producers or non-producers,
show ‘such a record for genuine
‘achievement.
"%f_These men, as a rule, are able to,
nd do take care of themselves under
h 'r;xﬁm trying clrcumstances, in a
nost %pable manner. They are not
4 """“;&eathmtake it from me,
10 such intentions. |
shed anv saltv or nDrema-
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Lot us not shed any salty or pregma-
tare tenrs—If necessary, let us do our
eryving in heaven-—on pay day. In
the meantime organizing to do away
with want might be something to pass
the time on while we are otherwise
unemployed, Join the 1. W. W, zand
get a real kick out of life—~for 50
cents per month,

Yes there is unemployment. Much
unemployment. More unemployment
| now than before—but there is one
lati ion . two consolations: Flrst

on we will noint out




{ﬁforever.
Now in conelusion we will point out

to the Tribune that citizens of this
good-natured burg object to being
 called Bums and Floppers and we will
| oive a definition of the term:

A bum is a homeguard beggar who
{ never works.

 pire in itself and is bound to have its
parasites, rich and poor) thieves,

g grafters, great and small—these are

has a mlgratory element all

Chicago 1is. large. It i1s an em- .

young and old, grand and petty;

| a part‘ of it. Can it then be wondered




