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T-BONE SLIM
DISCUSSES

PURCHASING POWER

I have fallen down in my writing
in a most miserable manner, and in
a small hoosier town, owing to the
fact that I-cannot always get Eber-
hard Faber pencils—although I am
perfectly and personally solvent in
every direction, fully capable of pur-
chasing any reasonable ‘quantity of
literary tools in accordance with the
rules of the game laid -down by the
parasites themselves—so much for
this and so much for that—eight
cents for a Mongol No. 2, darn the
luck, and “heore’s somiething just as
good”  Sic. (I should say I am).
It may have given my readers a
pain, or a “turn” for the worse, to
sec me “hoosiering-up”-on-the capi-
talists’ system; to see me snuggling
up to the perfidions “arrangement’”
in print, like a duck fledgling to an
unbusted watermelon.—It must have
grieved them sorely to note that I
was not hauling the system through
the coals; that I was speaking of its
damnable performances in a well
modulated strain, almost apologetic-
ally.

I can see them squirming in their
chairs wondering why T-bone Slim
don’t rake up the system with a
string of Righ-expletives and reson-
and throw-verbs; but I'm telling ‘em,
editor, it can’t be done with a cheap
lead pencil.

..
‘What do I know about them. Noth-
ing. I specialize in lifting power,
Low Holts, cte.

But if I was . .. were I an ceon-
omist tomorrow I would discuss Pu-
chasing Power today:

The consolation press again says
that business will improve shortly
(any time now) owing to the in-
creased purchasing power of the far-
mer. Purchasing Power, oh glorious/
leverage! Oh, true and faithful. . . .
Oh, ye most truthful liar—The Press
speaks not of the selling power; not
of the skinning power. Praise the
Saints. (Paul and Louis).—It speaks

will soon get money and then BUSI-
NESS will improve” — (and labor
power makes all this possible).
Evidently they intend to use the
farmer's money to put new life in
business.

When I was in Hurley, ‘Wisconsin,

business was slack; blind-pigs were o

g
charming governesses reduced their
rates, and an atmosphere of gloom
hung like a pall from North-Western
depot to Ironwood bridge—a hun
lumberjacks arrived in town.

The _stools and
around and reported them as "live]
Jack rollers rushed hither
and thither. erying, “Prosperity just
went into an alley.” Officers of the
law shook ‘hands with each  other,
while blind piggers . e
men, I beg your pardon—gripped the
callouses of the woodsmen . . . then |
the press came out and assured the
wotried multitude that business was
gradually regaining in strength; pros-
perity was around the corner (dicker-
ing with a squaw) and that tomorrow
would usher in the beginning of an
era of utexampled NORMALCY, for
Hurley. Halt.

Parchasing Power. I'm afraid pur-15
chasing power, or rather the power-
house, is abused. Muc¢h of this pow-
er is allowed to go to waste—this
is “specially true of the farmer and |
his P-P. Many of these towns have
seven grocers, three butchers, three
druggists,

ones.”

ete,

not require the full time of all these
business men to take the edge off
the farmer’s purchasing power, and their
therefore I will offer some sugges-
tions to the business men:

lst:—If there are seven grocers,
T suggest that each store be open
one day per week—no two stores to
be open on the same day. Arrange
the days to suit yourself or take
turns on Sundays. . . .
Six sets of clerks can be put to more
lucrative employment — one set of
clerks can move from store to store,
day by day.
2d:—Three Butchers:
every third day; two days per week.
Remember the Sabbath. Sell no meat
on that day—let ‘em eat crackers.
3d:—Three Druggists: Keep your
stores closed seven days a week.—
The butcher will sell your coco-cola;
the hardware man can handle the
Gem safeties,
ties), and the grocer will look after
your interest in the sale o
goric, toothbrushes, arch supporters
and castor oil—you are free to g0
to work at whatever your heart de-
of purchasing power! “The farmer |sires.

I've got one set of clerks work-
ing a day in each store. We will
fire them, and use the seven propriet-
ors — that gives us seven sets of
clerks that will becomie producers of
wealth instead: of comsumers of it.
—Oh, if I only “forstayed” “econ-
mics.
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pimps scouted

Now, T claim it does

NOTE:—

Open up

(garage, other safe-

Y pare-

dred

- -« business |

town ain't big enough for
sides: " we ain't going' to

boss-butchers laying around
& week—we have to work
ing. .

apples go " west
need the ecars but, in
need other homes for

one -
astounded! Yes, Close
a week.

up seven
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We have three Banks: I
know what to do with these . m
It won't do to have them
cash registers—work, they will'n
« +«. I wonder if they could p
I'm in the same fix about the L
working in the banks-—they're
surly and hard-boiled to be used:
but wait, ship ’em to England fi
barmaids. Eureka—Hard to s in
me,

. The station agent can throw .
triplicate stuff into the station
and look after the business of
three banks during lunch hour
he is resting—use the bank build g
as jails for the transcontine
bums to sleep in. .

If the farmers want to be
of their land, make them
a legitimate bunko man—we're 4
putting out free' board to men
for swindling farmers. = Hereafter:
agent will cash all checks. . .
training is required.. If the'
staggers up to the window, dog
almost ‘dead from work, the
good and the man is an

No need to make him sh




