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Has the locomotive destroyed “the famil,
iife” of the railroad worker? I'll say it
ibiting | has, and for the sake of this argument, you

¥ ay that it has not. “All set: .
locomotive is so built that thére is no

place on it where the wife could do her
efense | house-work On a freight train there is

{ tojno placs hang the wash unless she is
¢ foi- carr_\'in"‘mpti
‘\ucl the wash will

{

whase

. If you hang it on top,
soon be more black than dry

head! and would resuit in “a Jump” in the price
oman | of the thousand mile shirt, 248
been | yet no parlor has graced the sym-

cause| metrical lines of - locomotive—about “the
n the) only “converience” about it is a coal-shed ;
and the fireman swears"up and down that,
bility ! 85 a convenience it is x\.backbmnkcr.

et | (e

h the! I remember an occasion, on the Big G
ipson, | out of Superior, at the loop-tower, a fire-
1 1 ova off ‘a ' “malicy™ =
n cor-| tendered his resignatidn to the hogger in a
y fine flow of eloquence and sweat. ~ We
cannot fecord his immortal words in a
small “splash™ like this and besides; if we
robed | did, - we mi%ht get arrested for over-exer-
de of| cising the freedom of speech—the present
‘with ! bunch (who think they are running this
f the country) do not believe in exercising
en itimuscles higher than the shoulders—suf
them | cient to say, he yelled up to the tower man,
Nero “Tell 'em “to send out another fireman.’
dan-| “But what shall I tell ’em? Shall I tell
t one! ‘em you're sic ired ‘the o) tor, -
then!  “No,’ yells ireman, *“t 'fm I'm
le on| healthy, tell 'em I'm done, and tell 'em I'm
|no steam shovel”—and, he had only 4
o re-| steel “hoppers” behind him going “up” to |
Iory"J the range. . . S :
lr‘?('il\; But we're off our subjeet. The locomo-~
oun-; tives have been getting bigger and_bigger,
s for| but its crew remains the same size—the
‘that | hogger is no bigger than he was 40 years
tting | ago, in fact 1 think he is smaller; the fire-
and | man is of the type in vogue when 12 cars
r the, Was considered a tremendous train, 1'm off
it isTagain! | s
e
As 1 said before, a locomotive isn't a flat,
dwelling—there is no room on it to raise
o family.  Why there is hardly room on it
7 on for the head-brakemdn. No wives being
ding ' along they haye to chew the rag, the best
pa- | they can, ampng themselves, Belonging to -
1/ three separite unions the conversation
sometimes gots lively and personal—if. their
wives were along they would be more polite
anil would discuss rent, high cost of iiv
and various other smail topics; the depth of
last winter's snow and maybe the one big
union’ would come in for a share of atten-
tion,
Now what I want to do is to get some
nily life ted on those trains. I want
5 with' “neat cottages” built on
1 along behind the engine. 1
uch roliing palaces for the head
iree for the rear end.
on for asking this is becauso the
are spending three- fourths of
their time on the “rains, away from their
igmilies, (I a trainman spends two cight- *
Your shifts running away trom his family,
ght hours resting, and another two eight~

o

oun-

uc- want thry
{, end and

'hour shif unning towards Mis family he e
has been away from his family 40 Rours).
| This mal

A rather stiff “Shift” for a
hat ! Vife to be aloneto “battle the future littlo *
" i a well establishea

railroaders"—for it

fact that railroad men's children are no

{ 'more amenable to law and order than are
the children of men who absent themselves
four. and eight hours at a time,

. need for *Own your Own"—on

b whecls — has_been extablished — g that a

ity trainman can carry his faniily right llouﬁ
: With him, and make 'such alterations ang
--corrections in the “conduct” of his children
as hwny see_fit.

This Idea is all my own and I donate it
s, to humanity for whatever it is worth—but «
I see you do not like the idea—I seem to
hear you saying the idea is slightly “bad
re’ order,” and you point out “the great
les | to kiddies,” in case the old Jjunk-pile should
a!take a notion to pile up at the bottom of a
vis ' grade,  Alvight! Have it your own way.
P with you. You say there
he would be daiMer. That's my point. There
id 15 ¢ nger.

I am glad that is settled. ‘Now we can
take up the compensation doled out to these
But, untortunateely the pay is so
mpared to the great danger, that
med to mention tha exact figures.
ain loyaity with the train crews
‘refore I would be the last man in the
W. (i. ¢, world) to parade their dis-
on printed paper. The less said about
| wages the better. Sufficient to say \
must work 10 to 16 hours for a living.
would almost seem there is no limit to
the créws. . Then again,
anies are (or should be)
¢ men put in “time,” in
iow-moving. train is less liable
tle to.pieces”—much of the present-
ling stock is held together only by
grace of God. And’it is for that reason
€ companies are in the habit of stringing
beliind the engines sufficient to
called “drag.” .
the “ribbon of steel” may
1 ihe flcor of the cdboose,
against the frescged ceil-
the adjustments of  his
i e to meke dif-
rangemants for his home coming.
s ..

5 &
pay is small— e 23
danger great—

the ball; 2
years late. ey i)
I've got to take the hole here ¢

70 get by.—(T-bone Slim), 3
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