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N0t | The reader has been wondering why it is'
s¢€ithat T-B-S always writes about food. He
1¥imay have got the idea into his head that
NE ! Slim must have gotten a good starving-out
tle [ at one time and that Slim, as his name de-
0N | notes, hasn't ypot over it yet. ' They don't
F- L seem to have confidence in Slim,
In- |
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| The same reader has‘been wondering why
th|the camp board is so darn rotten; and he
V- ' argues that good food would give the com-
R¢ pany more than enough (products) to off-
£4 {set the increased food cost. He argues like
Ve a true philosopher.
us = LJ .
he! The crew would stick and grow stronger
'T. "and stronger, as the pork chops rolled in.
et More profits would flow in to the company.
i from the strenuous oscillations of this imngs
nd | inary gang of contented slaves. Yes, that's
fln{ho'.\' horea30n3
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,-z-{ Now let us reasan: Is it to the interest :
ve of the company to half-starve its workers— >
he | for true it is, the board is insufficient. We
ir | must face facts. The board is rotten, and
1s | when we say, “Board bad, but sentiment -
k | good,” wo/mean the sentiment is good for
st{bad board® If the board is bad there must
»f | be a reason Tor it so being. Cheapness of
¢! inferior foods is not a reason, because our -
e- | philosophier has already shown us that in-
e | ereased production would more than offset
o ! the increased cost of pure foods.
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It could be argued that the company
¢ | doesn’t know. this—that the company is be-
, | ing imposed upon by unscrupulous mer-
1t | chants, eté.—that the company. is not to
a|blame for the wickedness of the butchers
s sending in bull-b instead of female-veal;
¢ mountain goat instead of prairie lamb and
- | olcomargarine, axle grease, cottonseed
d | salve, instend of jerscy butter, It could be
i argued that the. company is an innocent vie-
i tim of poor cooks, ete. But we would be far
in the wrong.

Yet there must be a very'good reason for
all this rotten garbage beipg served in (all)
camps and in (all) company boarding
houses, Can jt be the men themselves want
bad food? Can it be the sentiment for bad
board is good? It begins to look that way.

Now let. us examine of what use bad
board is to the company. Since it exists, it
must be for some purpose. Here's where
natural selection steps in: the poor fish
felects the crew fo.r U.\e l:oss.
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Men are shipped into a camp (say 20 of

{them). They are given a meal. Eleven

i'?nltcd by its odors and mope off; e
m
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ain over night and three go to work.-

: (T-B-S, one of them). Thus, you see, 17

'| Kickers have been prevented voicing their

| doctrines of “pure foods .and pure beds,”

'|and the three that remain are aranteed

to stand unhitched. As I said g:fore, the

food selects its eaters. =
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| So—if the board is bad in any camp, you
tean bet the crew is waiting for some one

to come and kick for them—ywaiting for the =
| kickers that never come. A mule does his
’own Kicking. Just like that— (T.-Bone
Slim.)




