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‘many 31-0\(& and the strokes are’too long.
We shall have to use shorter strokes and
in| legs of them. :
So we cut our strokes to seven, But, again-~
Mie the plaintive plea penctrates our fu': “More
0| ¢ ymping and less visiting.” {#This won't do,”
of | sqys I, “it's 7 miles to town. We better cut
M) the strokes.to four shorten ’em accord-
ies | ingly.” So we did. We-made sevenr rail-
| lengths in 22 minutes—which, 1 believe, is
the record. Piece makers, please note.

* We tamped 154 ties in-22 minutes; 7 ties
per minute—and then the roadmaster calls:
;fu)f| us. back—I thought,. “hefe’s fwhere we get .
| our medalg.” Nothing of the kind; he made

us go all éver it again, for fear there might

| be a loose tie we might have overlogked . . .
p- Which there was,”] am sorry to say, and
t us| for which I apologized fully, stating our
ntil| brry had léd us astray und the yelping of*
dus-1 his demented foreman had temporarily un-

£ | halanced, us—I1 plead insanity of the first
our | degree, loss of memory and near-sighted-
wess ns the cause for thoge loose tics—* But,”
—  says.I, “we kept up; we four center ‘tampers
a4 kept up with cight end tampers dnd four
| jack tampers. Not only that; -the 12 ehd
tumpers couldn’t keep us a going—and if -
! the- bots had ohly thought to holler once't
I mores.we would have went ahead of the
.| jucks,” 3 8
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| Just a small picture of the Cﬂ]);hllia‘t sys-
s as| tem— 5 N
The . 4.9 ,
now | Our preliminary tamping was wasted—we
be a [Tiad to go over it all the séeond time; in-
itall Juding-the first four rail-lengths that had
pital | \oopived its full quota of strokes, -
ately|  When T offered the boss my resignation
 ap-| thut evening, a k of anguish erept into
sub: | his eyes, “'You shouldn’t pay no attention
plain | to me,” he says; ‘4‘1‘ was only hoilering to
5 | one man in the bunéh. . You see, yesterday
ainst| whidh -was Sunday,” when the rest of the
;| gang' was “laying in” for time and a half,
many | this-man with® five othiers showed up for
rgan- work and T had to take them out—I"lost
. a good poker day that way-~worked hell out
pital, | of them and gave only 55 minutes dinner
¢ the | hour—that’s the reafon I was hollering, bat
i1 wasn't hollering at you fellows.”
he 1a-| ‘But)” says 1, “you didn't have no holler
many! ceming—you had six men out there Sunday
any! _whinin-h—l didn't you order ‘em’ to sit
ention| down, make it-seven handed and beat 'em
at all out of their day's pay.} I tell you, 1 can
n qne | rever forgive you—s'posin’ 1 had ruptured
o thc’ myself . . . Supposing the whiole four of us
; rupturcd ourselves jumpin’ up spd down on
ts of | them shovels like two pajrs of ‘banty roost-
refore  erdt. Just think of it—right before all these
cating | gand\dancers—you hoHer, making it -ap-
pear thiit we werge trying to put something
One |-over on the con]puny——l @m completely un-
n. Uik [strung; my feelings are all unravelled; you
e an! have broken my- heart and cracked my liver
~ Thiy| —I won't be able to work again until they
v The! start inflating labor.”
de ane “Aw, go to work,” he says; “I'll put you
. | or: as a water boy until your liver heals up
ionally| and I'll build a fire under them six that
he has| broke the holy Sabbath—the one day in the
 has a | week when the boys can get together and
look over -Hoyle’'s catechism—go. on to
work!” Y
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