Variable Information

This sheet gives information on the variables derived from the SQs and the way their
values are coded.

All variables of the full dataset are described here. Variables not available in this data
subset are greyed out.
Full dataset is available via a separate inquiry from the Language Bank of Finland.

Note. For the preliminary study, data from the SQ was coded in to a single .sav file to be
analysed with SPSS. This data is imported from the .sav file.

Original .sav data files may be available from the researcher, please inquire separately via the
Language Bank of Finland.

Column A: Variable - Name of the variable following naming conventions introduced in the
Language Attrition Test Battery.

Column B: Variable number.

Column C: Label - Description of the variable. Includes the question number on the
sociolinguistic questionnaire, the question, and information on how data from that question
is coded.

For example, row 19 contains variable number 15, Reasonforemigration = 7) Reason for
emigrating (1 = job; 2 = partner's job; 3 = partner; 4 = other). This is question nr. 7 in the SQ.
Question is: Reason for emigrating? Question has 4 answer choices (1 =job; 2 = partner's job;
3 = partner; 4 = other). If participant selected “job” on the questionnaire, the data file
contains value 1 for this variable.

Note. some variable values are calculated from other variables. For example, on row 10 for
variable 6 Ageatinterview the age at the time of interview is calculated from variables 2,
Timeofinterview and 5, Birth

Note. Information on variable labels is also provided in Table 2 below

Column D: Shows the measurement level for the variable
Column E: Description on how missing values are coded. Note that most often missing data

is marked with 999. This is a SPSS related feature and can of course, be replaced with any
suitable marker. For missing dates missing values are coded as January 3500.

Variable Variable nr. Label Measurement | Missing
Level Values
Subject code 1 Subject code Nominal 999
(Identifier)




LangSQ

Language subject
chose for SQ (1 =L1,
Finnish;2=12,
English)

Nominal

999

Ageatinterview

Age at interview,
calculated from
variables 2 -
Timeofinterview and 5 -
Birth

Scale

999

Gender

2) Gender (1 =female;
2 =male; 3=other; 4=
no reply)

Nominal

999

Placeofbirth

3) Place of birth
(maakunnittain, see
Table 2 below))

Nominal

999

StandardDialect

10

5) When living in
Finland what kind of
language used? (1 =
Standard ; 2 = Dialect)

Nominal

999

Dialect

11

A7) C 4) Dialect,
namely

Nominal

999

Ageatemigration

13

Age at emigration
calculated from
variables 5and 10

Scale

999

LOR

14

Emigration length
(years) calculated from
variables 2 and 10

Scale

999

Othercountries

16

8) Other periods spent
in other countries (1 =
no; 2 = less than 1
year; 3 =1 year or
more)

Scale

999

Homelanguage

17

9) L1 - Home language
aschild (1=L1;2=1L1
and other; 3 = other)

Nominal

999

2




(L1 = Finnish, L2 =
English)

L2Lesson

18

10) L2 (English)
lessons before
emigration (1 =no; 2=
less than 1year; 3=
more than 1 year)

Ordinal

999

Highestschool

19

11) Highest school (1 =
primary, 2 = secondary,
3 =college, 4=
university)

Ordinal

999

Educationlanguage

22

12) In what languages
did the studies take
place? (1=1L2,2=inL2
and L1, mostly L2, 3=
L2 and L1 equally, 4 =
in L1 and L2, mostly
L1, 5= L1, 6 = other) (L1
= Finnish, L2 = English)

Ordinal

999

Languagesschool

25

14) languages learnt
professionnally or at
school (number)

Scale

999

Languagesafterschool

26

15) languages learnt
outside of work or
school (number)

Scale

999

Worklanguage

28

16) Primary language in
working career (1 =
onlyL2; 2= L2 and L1,
mostly L2; 3=L2 and
L1 equally; 4= L1 and
L2, mostlyL1;5=L1;6
= other) (L1 = Finnish,
L2 = English)

Nominal

999




Langdisorder

30

18) Diagnosed for
language related
disorder (1=no,2=
yes)

Nominal

999

Langillness

32

19) Diagnosed for
language related injury
orillness (1=no, 2=
yes)

Nominal

999

Hearingaid

34

20) Hearing aid or
discussed getting one
with a doctor (1 =no, 2
= yes)

Nominal

999

Handness

35

Are you left orright
handed (1 =right; 2 =
left; 3; ambidexterious)

Nominal

999




L2before

43

28) L2 (English) before
emigration (1 =none; 2
= bad; 3 =good enough
to getby; 4 =good, 5=
very good)

Ordinal

999

L2now

44

29) L2 (English) now (1
=none; 2=bad; 3=
good enough to get by;
4 =good, 5 =very good)

Ordinal

999

L1before

45

30) L1 (Finnish) before
emigration (1 =none; 2
= bad; 3 =good enough
to getby; 4 =good, 5=
very good)

Ordinal

999

L1now

46

31) L1 (Finnish) now (1
=none; 2=bad; 3=
good enough to get by;
4 =good, 5 = very good)

Ordinal

999

Usel1

47

32) Use of L1 (Finnish)
(1 =rarely; 2 =few
times ayear; 3=
monthly; 4 = weekly; 5
= daily)

Ordinal

999




Familysituation

60

38) Domestic situation
(1 =live alone; 2 = have
lived with a partner for
a long time, now alone;
3 = with partner)

Nominal

999

Nativelgpart

61

39) Native language of
current (last) partner (1
=L1;2=L2; 3=other)
(L1 =Finnish, L2 =
English)

Nominal

999

lgpart1

62

40) Language you
mostly use with
partner (1=onlyL2;2
= both, more L2; 3=
equal; 4 = both, more
L1;5=onlylL1,6=

Ordinal

999




other) (L1 = Finnish, L2
= English)

lgpart2

63

41) Language your
partner mostly uses
withyou (1=onlyL2;2
=both, more L2; 3=
equal; 4 = both, more
L1;5=onlylL1,6=
other) (L1 = Finnish, L2
= English)

Ordinal

999

children

64

42) Do you have
children? (1=no; 2=
yes)

Nominal

999

lgchilt

66

44) Language you
mostly use with
children now (1 = only
L2; 2 =both, more L2; 3
= equal; 4 = both, more
L1,5=onlylL1;6=
other) (L1 = Finnish, L2
= English)

Ordinal

999

lgchil2

67

45) Language children
use with you now (1 =
only L2; 2 =both, more
L2; 3=equal; 4 = both,
more L1,5=onlyL1;6
= other) (L1 = Finnish,
L2 = English)

Ordinal

999




grandchil

72

50) Do you have
grandchildren? (1 = no;
2 =yes)

Nominal

999

lggrch1

73

51) Language you use
with grandchildren
now (1=onlylL2;2=
both, more L2; 3=
equal; 4 = both, more
L1,5=onlyL1, 6=
other or999) (L1 =
Finnish, L2 = English)

Ordinal

999

lggrch2

74

52) Language
grandchildren use with
you now (1=onlyL2;2
= both, more L2; 3 =
equal; 4 = both, more
L1,5=onlylL1;6=
other) (L1 = Finnish, L2
= English)

Ordinal

999




L1work

79

55c¢) L1 (Finnish) at
work (1 =always; 2 =
almost always; 3 =
sometimes; 4 = rarely;
5=very rarely)

Ordinal

999

L1church

80

55d) L1 (Finnish) at
church (1 = always; 2 =
almost always; 3 =
sometimes; 4 =rarely;
5=very rarely)

Ordinal

999

L1shopping

81

55e) L1 (Finnish)
shopping (1 = always; 2
= almost always; 3 =
sometimes; 4 =rarely;
5=very rarely)

Ordinal

999

L1recretional

82

55f) L1 (Finnish)
recreational (1 =
always; 2 = almost
always; 3 =
sometimes; 4 = rarely;
5=very rarely)

Ordinal

999

L2withfamily

83

55g) L2 (English) with
family (1 = always; 2 =
almost always; 3 =
sometimes; 4 = rarely;
5=very rarely)

Ordinal

999

L2friend

84

55h) L2 (English) with
friends (1 = always; 2 =
almost always; 3 =
sometimes; 4 = rarely;
5=very rarely)

Ordinal

999

L2work

85

55i) L2 (English) at
work(1 = always; 2 =
almost always; 3 =
sometimes; 4 = rarely;
5=very rarely)

Ordinal

999

L2church

86

55j) L2 (English) at
church(1 = always; 2 =
almost always; 3 =
sometimes; 4 = rarely;
5=very rarely)

Ordinal

999

L2shopping

87

55k) L2 (English)
shopping (1 = always; 2
= almost always; 3 =
sometimes; 4 = rarely;
5=very rarely)

Ordinal

999

L2recretional

88

55l) L2 (English)
recreational (1 =
always; 2 = almost
always; 3 =

Ordinal

999




sometimes; 4 = rarely;
5=very rarely)

thinking

89

56a) Language in
which you think most
often (1=L2;2=
mostly L2; 3 =both; 4
=mostly L1; 5=L1) (L1
= Finnish, L2 = English)

Ordinal

999

dreaming

90

56b) Language in
which you dream most
often (1=L2;2=
mostly L2; 3 =both; 4
=mostly L1; 5=L1) (L1
= Finnish, L2 = English)

Ordinal

999

counting

91

56c¢) Language in
which you count/do
maths (1=12;2=
mostly L2; 3 =both; 4
=mostly L1; 5=L1) (L1
= Finnish, L2 = English)

Ordinal

999

pray

92

56d) Language in
which you pray (1 =L2;
2=mostlyL2; 3 =
both; 4 =mostly L1; 5=
L1) (L1 =Finnish, L2 =
English)

Ordinal

999

dominant

93

56e) Dominant
language (i.e. language
you are “best” at) (1 =
L2; 2=mostlyL2; 3 =
both; 4 =mostly L1;5=
L1) (L1 =Finnish, L2 =
English)

Ordinal

999

vocabulary

94

56f) Language in which
you have the largest
vocabulary (1=L1L2;2=
mostly L2; 3 =both; 4
=mostly L1; 5=L1) (L1
= Finnish, L2 = English)

Ordinal

999

pronounciation

95

56g) Language in which
you have no
pronunciation
problems (1=L2; 2=
mostly L2; 3 =both; 4
=mostly L1; 5=L1) (L1
= Finnish, L2 = English)

Ordinal

999

useintuitively

96

56h) Language which
you are able to
understand / use
intuitively (1=1L2;2=
mostly L2; 3 =both; 4

Ordinal

999

10




=mostly L1; 5=L1) (L1
= Finnish, L2 = English)

slang

97

56i) Language in which
you are familiar with
dialects and slang (1 =
L2; 2=mostlyL2; 3 =
both; 4 =mostly L1;5=
L1) (L1 =Finnish, L2 =
English)

Ordinal

999

rightwrong

98

56j) Language in which
you have an intuitive
feeling for what is
grammatically correct
and incorrect (1=12; 2
= mostly L2; 3 =both;
4 =mostly L1; 5=1L1)
(L1 =Finnish, L2 =
English)

Ordinal

999

jokes

99

56k) Language in which
you can understand
and make jokes (1 =L2;
2=mostlyL2; 3 =
both; 4 =mostly L1; 5=
L1) (L1 =Finnish, L2 =
English)

Ordinal

999

swearing

100

56l) Language in which
you swear most often
(1=L2;2=mostlyL2;3
=both; 4 =mostly L1;5
=L1) (L1 = Finnish, L2 =
English)

Ordinal

999

emotion

101

56m) Language to
which you have the
strongest emotional
ties(1=L2; 2 =mostly
L2; 3 =both; 4=
mostly L1;5=L1) (L1 =
Finnish, L2 = English)

Ordinal

999

usedaily

102

56n) Language used
most on a daily basis
(1=L2;2=mostlyL2;3
=both; 4 =mostly L1;5
=L1) (L1 =Finnish, L2 =
English)

Ordinal

999

nativelg

103

560) Language which is
your native language (1
=12;2=mostlyL2; 3 =
both; 4 =mostly L1; 5=
L1) (L1 =Finnish, L2 =
English)

Ordinal

999
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proficiency

113

63) Has knowledge of
L1 (Finnish) changed
since moving to the US
(1=worse, 2=no
change, 3 = better)

Nominal

999

use

114

64) Do you use more or
less L1 (Finnish) since
emigration (1 = less; 2
= no change; 3 = more)

Nominal

999
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bilingual

117

67) Bilingual? (1 =no; 2
=yes; 3 = other)

Nominal

999

Contrmostusedlan

118

CONTR What language
do you use in your
everyday life (1=1L11; 2
=L1and L2, mostly L1;
3=L1andL2equally; 4
=L1and L2, mostly L2;
5 = other) (L1 = Finnish,
L2 = English)

Nominal

999

langbalance

119

68) Do you feel that
you are equally
proficientin L1 and L27?
(1=DbetterL2;2=
equal; 3=better L1;4 =
don't know) (L1 =
Finnish, L2 = English)

Nominal

999

balancechange

120

69) Has the balance
between L1 and L2
changed while living in
US? (1 =no; 2 =yes)
(L1 =Finnish, L2 =
English)

Nominal

999

langbalancecomm

121

Language balance,
please elaborate

Nominal

999
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Value

Table 2
Variable Values
Label

ATTCON

LangSQ

Gender

Placeofbirth

Nationality

StandardDialect

Reasonforemigration

Othercountries

Homelanguage

CON

ATT

L1

L2

female

male

other

no reply
Ahvenanmaa
Etela-Karjala
Etela-Pohjanmaa
Etela
Kanta-Hame
Keski-Pohjanmaa
Keski-Suomi
Kymenlaakso
Lappi

Pirkanmaa
Pohjanmaa
Pohjois-Karjala
Pohjois-Pohjanmaa
Pohjois-Savo
Paijat-Hame
Satakunta
Uusimaa
Varsinais-Suomi
L1

L1 and L2

L2

other

no answer
Standard

Dialect

job

job of partner
partner

other

none

less than one year
one year or more
L1

L1 and other
other

0N O, WDN 2P WOWDN-_2DN-_2~O0O

) ) K\ K Q) K Q) K Q) QS Q) [V Q) U ) K i (o)
© 0N Ok WN O

WIN =2 WDN -2 PR ODN-_2N_2O0OORODN
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L2Lesson

Highestschool

EDU2tiers

EDU3tiers

Educationlanguage

Furthereducation

Worklanguage

Langdisorder

Langillness

Hearingaid

Handness

Visits

Reasonvisit

RO DN -2 WON -

= N
o
o

2.00
3.00

—

OO A, WN -2 OO WON-=200WN=_2NDN_2IN_2N_2O000PODN-_22DN_2000 P 0oN

no
less than one year

more than one year
primary (peruskoulu)
secondary (toisen asteen tutkinto)
college (korkeakoulututkinto)
university (yliopistotutkinto)
lower education

higher education

primary school

secondary school

higher academic, edu, min masters
L2

L2 and L1, mostly L2

L1 and L2 equally

L1 and L2, mostly L1

L1

other

yes

no

only L2

L2 and L1, mostly L2

L2 and L1 equally

L1 and L2, mostly L1

L1

other

no

yes

no

yes

no

yes

right

left

ambidexterious

never

seldom

1-2 times per year

3-5 times per year

over 5 times

family event

work

no particular reason

other reason

1&2

1&3

15



2&3

1&2&3

no

sporadically

couple of times per year
monthly

weekly

letters, post
telephone

text messages, instant messages
email

social media

other

multiple, mixed
multiple, written
multiple, spoken

L2

L1 and L2, mostly L2
L1 and L2 equally

L1 and L2, mostly L1
L1

other

no

yes, sometimes

yes, regularly

L2

L1

L2 and L1

other

none

bad

good enough to get by
good

very good

none

bad

good enough to get by
good

very good

none

bad

good enough to get by
good

very good

none

bad

ContacttoL1

Communicationmedium

LanguageusedwithFinns

Churchvisit

lgservic

L2before

L2now

L1before

L1now

N =01 WOWN-=200PRON -_20PRRON-_22RON-_20ON_2200 PR WON-_20O©00NO0 PN -_20PRWOWN -~ 0N
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good enough to get by
good

very good

rarely

few times a year
monthly

weekly

daily

not important
relatively unimportant
rather important
important

very important

L2

both, more L2

equal

both, more L1

L1

L2

L1

equal

no

yes

no

yes

no to both 36 and 37
yes to either 36 or 37
yes to both 36 or 37
live alone

have lived with a partner, now
alone

live with a partner
L1

L2

other

only L2

both, more L2
equal

both, more L1
only L1

other

only L2

both, more L2
equal

both, more L1
only L1

Usel1

maint

prefcult

preflg

Earlierclubmemb

Currentclubmemb

clubmemb

2 TWOIN_2N_22DN_2WON_20a0PRr ON_,2OPRrRODN_,2ORODN->O0P~®

Familysituation

Nativelgpart

Igpart1

lgpart2

A~ WON 2000 WON-=22WN=2W N
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children

childimp

Igchil1

Igchil2

childencoura

childles

childcor

childreg

grandchil

lggrch1

lggrch2

OO0, WN-_2N_200PRON 2O ODN-_2N_20PRRWON_200 P~ WON-_200PON-=200PRWON-_2DN-~rO

other

no

yes
unimportant

relatively unimportant
not very important

important
very important
only L2

both, more L2
equal

both, more L1
only L1

other

only L2

both, more L2
equal

both, more L1
only L1

other

never
seldom
sometimes
often

all the time
no

yes

never
seldom
sometimes
often

all the time
not at all

not much

a bit

yes

yes, very much
no

yes

only L2

both, more L2
equal

both, more L1
only L1

other

only L2
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L1import

USfriendsl

L1withfamily

L1friend

L1work

L1church

L1shopping

L1recretional

L2withfamily

N =~ WON-=200PRON -_20PRRON 2O ON-=_20P2WON -0 ON-_2P2ON-_20RWON-_2000 P~ 0N

both, more L2
equal

both, more L1
only L1

other

not important at all
not much
probably

has significance
yes, important role
L2

L1

blingual L1
other language
always
almost always
sometimes
rarely

very rarely
always
almost always
sometimes
rarely

very rarely
always
almost always
sometimes
rarely

very rarely
always
almost always
sometimes
rarely

very rarely
always
almost always
sometimes
rarely

very rarely
always
almost always
sometimes
rarely

very rarely
always
almost always
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L2friend

L2work

L2church

L2shopping

L2recretional

thinking

dreaming

counting

pray

WIN =200 ODN 200 ON =200 ODN-_0RRON-_00RON-_200R2RODN_O0O0ORRODN O WON-=2O0P~®

sometimes
rarely

very rarely
always
almost always
sometimes
rarely

very rarely
always
almost always
sometimes
rarely

very rarely
always
almost always
sometimes
rarely

very rarely
always
almost always
sometimes
rarely

very rarely
always
almost always
sometimes
rarely

very rarely
only L2

more L2
equal

more L1

only L1

only L2

more L2
equal

more L1

only L1

only L2

more L2
equal

more L1

only L1

only L2

more L2
equal
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dominant

vocabulary

pronounciation

useintuitively

slang

rightwrong

jokes

swearing

emotion

ATOIN 20D ON-_20PRRON_2O0O0RODN-0PODN_200PRPRON-_O0O0RROON-_00PPODN-_220PRON~-~O >

more L1
only L1
only L2
more L2
equal
more L1
only L1
only L2
more L2
equal
more L1
only L1
only L2
more L2
equal
more L1
only L1
only L2
more L2
equal
more L1
only L1
only L2
more L2
equal
more L1
only L1
only L2
more L2
equal
more L1
only L1
only L2
more L2
equal
more L1
only L1
only L2
more L2
equal
more L1
only L1
only L2
more L2
equal
more L1
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usedaily

nativelg

nativelgothers

pets

homesick

music

tv

radio

read

write

proficiency

use

uncomf

N =2 WON=2WON 20O N_20ON 2 ON 2 ODN_2WON 22N, 0O N, O0OORRODN 20 ON-_2O0 PR ON~_2 O

only L1

only L2

more L2

equal

more L1

only L1

only L2

more L2

equal

more L1

only L1

only L2

more L2

equal

more L1

only L1

only L2

more L2

equal

more L1

only L1

no

yes

no

yes

would like to but has no access
no

yes

would like to but has no access
no

yes

would like to but has no access
no

yes

would like to but has no access
no

yes, but prefer to write in English
yes

worse

no change

better

less

no change

more

no

yes
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uncomfpeers

bilingual

Contrmostusedlan

langbalance

balancechange

goback

WN 2N 2R OON-_20PRRON 20N 2N~

no
yes

no

yes

other

L1

L1 and other, mostly L1

L1 and other equally

L1 and other, mostly other
other

better L2

equal

better L1

don't know

no

yes

no

yes

not given much thought
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